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1. Introduction
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National platform 

bringing together the 
academic information in 

Switzerland

SLSP runs the national 

library platform

Launch of swisscovery in 

December 2020

Ca. 500 affiliated libraries 

in 31 Institutions 



1. Introduction

SLSP‘s role in the swisscovery Network:

• Service provider for the ca. 500 libraries

• Coordination

• Representing the network in IGeLU 
(International Group of Ex Libris Users) 
Working Groups and/or Early Adopter 
programs

• Driving forward enhancements

• Various projects (e.g. migrations, developing 
new services, UX, …)

• 1st level support  (2nd level support by Ex 
Libris)
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1. Introduction
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https://slsp.ch/en/library-navigator/

https://slsp.ch/en/library-navigator/


swisscovery
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• 30 Mio. records
• 50 Mio. Items

• Cultural and
research data



swisscovery
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(e.g. ETH, Uni 
Genève, …)

• Libraries 
of universities of 
Applied 
Sciences
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2. Switzerlands cultural data in swisscovery

SLSP‘s role in the field of preservation and digitization:

• Improving the access and discoverability of cultural material:

• e.g. guidelines for integration of institutional repositories

• establishing common standards

• enhancement and development in collaboration with Ex Libris

• constantly improving the user experience

• No digitization or preservation project conducted by SLSP

• evaluating improvement of metadata (PIDs etc.)

• establishing rules for cataloguing
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2. Switzerland’s cultural data in swisscovery

• Digital objects loaded in Alma (exceeding 
1 TB), collections with images, 
audio/visual material

• Exposed via Alma Viewer and discovery 
collections in swisscovery

• Over 2 Mio records from institutional 
repositories: Approx. 60 shared with the 
network

• Many expose heritage collections: e-
codices, e-manuscripta, Fri-Memoria, 
Zbcollections, ETH Hochschularchiv
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Offering a repository:

Digital material loaded in Alma

Being an aggregator: 

Digital material harvested 
directly in swisscovery

https://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/de
https://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/de
https://www.e-manuscripta.ch/
https://fri-memoria.bcu-fribourg.ch/
https://www.zbcollections.ch/home/
https://library.ethz.ch/archivieren-und-digitalisieren/archivieren/hochschularchiv-der-eth-zuerich.html


2. Switzerland’s cultural data in swisscovery
Example of Central Library Zurich via Alma Viewer
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https://uzb.swisscovery.slsp.ch/permalink/41SLSP_UZB/1d8t6qj/alma99116893254705508


2. Switzerland’s
cultural data in 
swisscovery

Example by University of 
Basel:

Presentation of inventory 
in a discovery collection
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https://ubs.swisscovery.slsp.ch/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=41SLSP_UBS:live&collectionId=81390314210005504&lang=de
https://ubs.swisscovery.slsp.ch/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=41SLSP_UBS:live&collectionId=81390314210005504&lang=de


2. Switzerland’s cultural data in swisscovery
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Example e-codices 
(harvested directly in 
Primo)

Access via delivery link 
redirecting to landing 
page of UI of 
repository

https://swisscovery.slsp.ch/permalink/41SLSP_NETWORK/1ufb5t2/alma991018619603005509
https://swisscovery.slsp.ch/permalink/41SLSP_NETWORK/1ufb5t2/alma991018619603005509
https://swisscovery.slsp.ch/permalink/41SLSP_NETWORK/1ufb5t2/alma991018619603005509


2. Switzerland’s cultural data in swisscovery
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Measures to validate heritage collections in swisscovery by…

Definition of standard for all SLSP libraries
• Established "Master Template" applicable to all SLSP libraries → consistency
• Incorporating heritage data with local fields for display and search in addition 

to the OTB-mapping by Ex Libris
• Details available on GitHub: Swiss Library Service Platform

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/120Other_Configurations/Mapping_to_the_Display%2C_Facets%2C_and_Search_Sections_in_the_Primo_VE_Record
https://github.com/Swiss-Library-Service-Platform/Primo-VE-Normalization-Rules


2. Switzerlands cultural data in swisscovery
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Measures to validate heritage collections in swisscovery by…

Definition of standard for all SLSP libraries
• Exclusion of archival material, maps and musicalia from FRBR + Dedup
• Mapping for external data imported from repositories ensured by the 

institutions and SLSP
• Inclusion of additional local resource types in addition to the ones OTB:

• 3D Models (e.g., ETH's antique astronomic instruments)
• Correspondence
• Microform
• Collection object

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/120Other_Configurations/Mapping_to_the_Display%2C_Facets%2C_and_Search_Sections_in_the_Primo_VE_Record


3. Service ‘SLSP Bibliographies’
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Purpose
• Views which provide bibliographical references only, while 

regular swisscovery views are focusing on delivery services
• Views serving as a display window for collections on specific 

topics or geographical areas
• Offering more flexibility than in the regular swisscovery views 

and the SLSP standard



3. Service ‘SLSP Bibliographies’
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SLSP Bibliographies Service
• Definition of possibilities and limitations, e.g. the duty to exclude fulfillment-related UI 

elements (delivery link only)



3. Service ‘SLSP Bibliographies’

17

Cantonal - by Bibliothèque Cantonale et Universitaire de 
Fribourg: Bibliographie fribourgeoise

National - by SLSP: www.recherche-patrimoniale.ch

International - by ETH Zurich: Thomas Mann International

https://slsp-bcufr.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=41SLSP_BCUFR:BFR
http://www.recherche-patrimoniale.ch/
https://search.thomasmanninternational.com/discovery/search?vid=41SLSP_ETH:TMI&lang=en


4. The example of the Swiss National Library and 
the  ‘Recherche Patrimoniale’
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Purpose:
• Display window showcasing offerings of Swiss libraries*
• Feasibility study for merging titles from different Alma environments
• Synergies between SLSP and non-SLSP-members

Project:
• Result of collaboration between SLSP and Swiss National Library starting May 2023
• Launched December 2023
• Searchable holdings of over 500 academic libraries from swisscovery and SNL

* Also done by https://swisscollections.ch/

https://swisscollections.ch/


4. The example of the Swiss 
National Library and the  
‘Recherche Patrimoniale’
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Configuration:
• data from Helveticat harvested into Primo 

of SLSP Network Zone
• data excluded as results from search in 

regular swisscovery views
• Only one search profile

UI customization:
• removed “My Account” + Login option
• removed delivery services, only keeping 

links to re-direct
• Design of start page, logo, favicon



Impact

• Visibility and political significance of the project
• Display window showcasing offerings of Swiss libraries

Branding and Communication

• Unique branding, name, logo, and look for the RP view
• Communication within the network and externally

4. The example of the Swiss National Library and 
the  ‘Recherche Patrimoniale’
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Challenges
• Usability issues solved by Ex Libris: Blank search after 2nd

authentication in swisscovery
• Limitation of external data which can be excluded from regular 

searches

Future Integration?
• More patrimonial libraries in the Recherche Patrimoniale view
• Investigating integration of patrimonial libraries into SLSP 

Network

4. The example of the Swiss National Library and 
the  ‘Recherche Patrimoniale’
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5. Patrimonial libraries and SLSP
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Aspects to be checked for future collaboration:

• Patrimonial collections
• Patrimonial libraries differ primarily from public and academic 

libraries
• required by law to preserve and make available certain collections

• Metadata / Data sovereignty
• bibliographical metadata itself can belong to the cultural patrimony
• in the swisscovery network, catalogue data can be modified by 

everyone
• Interfaces APIs to external data sources and systems



5. Patrimonial libraries and SLSP
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Aspects to be checked for future collaboration:

• User data
• swisscovery users are connected via Switch edu-ID, but in cantonal 

libraries, there are also pupils and elder people part of the users
• Legal aspects to be clarified

• Terms of use
• Several cantonal libraries have terms of use differing from the ones 

used by the SLSP network where all terms of use are harmonized



Challenges:
• External data which cannot be excluded from regular search to be 

solved in future
• Digital objects to be shared among the network without DO from 

IZ X becoming part of local scope of IZ Y - ExL is working on this

5. Outlook
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Future collaborations:
More collaborations on national or international level by harvesting 
data and exposing in special views (regional / thematic) and/or 
integration in the regular swisscovery views (see the example 
'Connectome')



Questions?

Thank you!
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Contact
rouven.schabinger@slsp.ch
nikol.stepan@slsp.ch

mailto:rouven.schabinger@slsp.ch
mailto:nikol.stepan@slsp.ch
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