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1.
A brief presentation of Université Paris 
Cité
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Université Paris Cité
- 63 000 students
- 4 500 researchers and teachers
- 10% of scientific articles published in France
- 69th in the Shanghai 2023 ranking (worldwide)

Libraries and Museums department
- 2 disciplinary poles: Health, Sciences - 

Societies and Humanities
- 8 cross-functional poles
- 20 libraries
- 1 museum
- 270 staff

Who are we?
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Introducing Medica
ISSN: 1164-8678
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A few facts and figures

Usage of the 3 main services in 2023

● 129 000 visitors
● 1 100 000 viewed pages
● 42% of visitors from outside abroad
● 328 000 views on Internet Archive
● 22 000 000 page views displaying 

our contents on Wikimedia sites

● 390 000 book records
● 24 000 digitised books (5.25 M 

pages)
● 280 000 iconographic records
● 65 000 biographical records

● 4 online critical editions
● 15 virtual exhibitions
● 14 partner websites
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A package of services promoting heritage collections

Virtual 
exhibitions

15 virtual exhibitions 

since 1999, in 

partnership with 

specialists

Critical 
editions

Works by Eustachius, 

Patin, Pecquet and 

Vesalius

Gifs animés

Distribution of 
journals and 
conferences

Partner 
Websites

We host and maintain 14 

websites for learned 

societies

Bio-
Biblio-

graphical
Database

Image and 
Portrait 
Bank

Digital Library

News on services, 

editorialization, 

introduction and 

promotion of content 

offered

Blog

Supplementary 
catalogues and 

inventories
Medicina,  old digitised 

catalogue…

Gifs animés

Data 
Dissemination

MHL, Wikimedia…
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How it was built
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● The “BIUM”*, heir of the medieval library of the Paris Faculty of medicine
● Photographic lab for decades (microfiche printing…)
● Tradition of rapid, mass processing of photos and reproductions of 

documents (for ILL, in particular) that has helped staff to embrace digitization

* Interuniversity Library of Medicine

Before 
Medica
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Virtual 
exhibitions

15 virtual exhibitions 

since 1999, in 

partnership with 

specialists

Critical 
editions

Bio-
Biblio-

graphical
Database

Image and 
Portrait 
Bank

Digital Library

1999

[After the launch of the 
website, the first virtual 
exhibition and image 
bank went online]
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Virtual 
exhibitions

15 virtual exhibitions 

since 1999, in 

partnership with 

specialists

Partner 
Websites

We host and maintain 14 

websites for learned 

societies

Bio-
Biblio-

graphical
Database

Image and 
Portrait 
Bank

Digital Library

2000

Supplementary 
catalogues and 

inventories
Medicina,  old digitised 

catalogue…

Drawbacks
More and more image formats and 
copies



Late 
2000s
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Virtual 
exhibitions

15 virtual exhibitions 

since 1999, in 

partnership with 

specialists

Gifs animés

Distribution of 
journals and 
conferences

Partner 
Websites

We host and maintain 14 

websites for learned 

societies

Bio-
Biblio-

graphical
Database

Image and 
Portrait 
Bank

Digital Library

Late 
2000s

Supplementary 
catalogues and 

inventories
Medicina,  old digitised 

catalogue…

[univ-paris5.fr becomes 
parisdescartes.fr]



Early
2010s



Mid
2010s
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Virtual 
exhibitions

15 virtual exhibitions 

since 1999, in 

partnership with 

specialists

Critical 
editions

Works by Eustachius, 

Patin, Pecquet and 

Vesalius

Gifs animés

Distribution of 
journals and 
conferences

Partner 
Websites

We host and maintain 14 

websites for learned 

societies

Bio-
Biblio-

graphical
Database

Image and 
Portrait 
Bank

Digital Library

News on services, 

editorialization, 

introduction and 

promotion of content 

offered

Blog

Supplementary 
catalogues and 

inventories
Medicina,  old digitised 

catalogue…

Mid 
2010s

● BIUM and BIUP 
merger => BIU 
Santé

● Social networks



Late
2010s
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Virtual 
exhibitions

15 virtual exhibitions 

since 1999, in 

partnership with 

specialists

Critical 
editions

Works by Eustachius, 

Patin, Pecquet and 

Vesalius

Gifs animés

Distribution of 
journals and 
conferences

Partner 
Websites

We host and maintain 14 

websites for learned 

societies

Bio-
Biblio-

graphical
Database

Image and 
Portrait 
Bank

Digital Library

News on services, 

editorialization, 

introduction and 

promotion of content 

offered

Blog

Supplementary 
catalogues and 

inventories
Medicina,  old digitised 

catalogue…

Gifs animés

Data 
Dissemination

MHL, Wikimedia…

Late 
2010s

+ Métadictionnaire

● BIU Santé, Paris Descartes and Paris 
Diderot merger → Université Paris Cité

● Partner sites system slowing down



Parenthesis

About the Medica's contributions to 
Wikimedia and Internet Archive



Today
https://www.biusante.parisdescartes.fr/histoire/
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Technical issues

● Technical obsolescences
○ Abandoned programming languages
○ Limited database systems

● Increasing complexity
○ Redundancies
○ Heterogeneity
○ Knowledge hard to maintain and manage

● Obsolescence in the service offering
○ Outdated hosting offer
○ Redundant data
○ Solutions outperformed by emerging standards
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Technical issues
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Organisational issues

● Unsettled branding
○ Domain name changes

● Changes in staff composition
○ More specialization
○ Dispersal of skills

● Organisational complexity
○ Slower decision-making



5.
Achievements
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Beyond obstacles

● Services that have found an audience and a degree of recognition (Plottel 
prize for classical studies, “Culture libre” label)

● Identified as a reference database by Wikipedians and others
● An international audience
● A platform for forging long-term partnerships with institutions (Wikimedia, 

MHL, BnF, etc.) and fruitful relationships with researchers
● A platform that enables participation in national programmes (CollEx, i.e. 

“Collections of excellence”)
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Project 2023-2025
- Building a new ecosystem university-wide

- Durability and technical scalability
- Editorialization
- Raising the profile of collections and promoting research on them

- Keeping the original spirit of Medica

Ecosystem redesign
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Project 2023-2025
- Publishing new collections

- Sciences, Societies and Humanities (digitization tenders)
- Museum collections (software tender)
- Objects
- Archives (scientific and administrative)
- Audio-visual
- Research data?
- …

Ecosystem redesign 
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Project 2023-2025
- Defining the target architecture ✅
- Setting up a new infrastructure ✅
- Defining mapping and data model ✅
- Moving applications, services and data to a new infrastructure ⏰🔥
- Migrating data into the new platform (Omeka S)
- Metadata enrichment (IDs, URIs)
- Update workflows
- Interoperability
- Front End design, branding
- Staff training, documentation

Ecosystem redesign 
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Ecosystem redesign

Cantaloupe
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Project 2023-2025
- Web standards

- Linux / Apache / MySQL / PHP
- IIIF
- Linked Open Data / RDF vocabularies / Referential (on-line authorities)

Ecosystem redesign 
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Ecosystem redesign - Data Model

Combination of RDF 
vocabularies
dcterms:
foaf:
bibo:
rdfs:
…
medica:
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https://www.biusante.parisdescartes.fr/histoire/medica/presentations/midori.php

https://www.biusante.parisdescartes.fr/histoire/images/index.php?tout=lairesse

https://www.biusante.parisdescartes.fr/histoire/images/index.php?tout=chanteclair

https://www.biusante.parisdescartes.fr/histoire/images/index.php?tout=ridendo

https://www.biusante.parisdescartes.fr/histoire/images/index.php?tout=monstre

Medica Collections (few examples)
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https://www.biusante.parisdescartes.fr/histoire/medica/presentations/midori.php
https://www.biusante.parisdescartes.fr/histoire/images/index.php?tout=lairesse
https://www.biusante.parisdescartes.fr/histoire/images/index.php?tout=chanteclair
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Thank you for your attention!

Don't hesitate to contact us:

laurent.aucher@u-paris.fr

olivier.ghuzel@u-paris.fr

Any questions?

mailto:laurent.aucher@u-paris.fr
mailto:olivier.ghuzel@u-paris.fr

