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Finna-Services

• Finna.fi is a search service that 
compiles materials from hundreds 
of libraries, archives, and 
museums.

• Over 3 million records available 
online
• Digitized pictures, newspapers, 

maps and various archival 
materials

• Countless opportunities for 
online curation.



Content Pages For Target Groups

• We are creating new ways for different 
target groups to discover collections.

• Currently Finna has two different sections 
for different targeted groups: 

• A shortcut to research-based knowledge 
• Research publications and reports.
• Students and officials as the target 

group. 
• Finna Classroom 

• Created for teachers to find learning 
materials for teachers & students.



Finna Classroom

• Finna Classroom is designed for 
teachers.

• Brand new user interface:
• The landing page with the new 

banner.
• We created cards for different 

subjects by category.
• This helps teachers to find 

materials for their own subject.
• Page also has a section for 

promoting literature & reading 
skills. 



Finna Classroom: category page

• On the category pages, it is 
possible to browse learning 
materials by subject. 

• It is possible to filter the 
materials according to the 
level of education.

• We guide users directly to 
Finna's search with pre-
defined searches.



Curated Materials for Learning

• Museums and archives have 
curated material packages for 
teaching use for the Finna
Classroom.
• Currently 114 curated material 

packages.
• In the past, curated materials 

were made using favorite lists.
• In practice, they were separate 

content pages.
à Difficult to make and 
maintain.



The Material Package Tool

• We have created a new tool for 
the curating process.

• The tool is based on Drupal.
• It enables easy and practical 

curation of Finna records into a 
cohesive collection record.

• The form-like structure 
facilitates the use of the tool
• Even less technically skilled 

individuals can easily use the 
tool.



Educational information

• With the tool, it is possible to 
add educational information for 
the materials.
Ø Information from Finnish 

National Agency for Education 
API

ØTeachers can search for 
material packages from 
Finna's search by narrowing 
down directly according to the 
official curriculum.

ØThis makes the concrete use 
of the material packages 
easier and practical.



Current situation

• New material type “Curated 
materials”.

• It has it’s own metadata format 
AIPA which encapsules other 
records.

• Curated materials can be found 
in Finna search. 

• Curated materials are found 
also in “education materials” 
tab.



Considering all users

• A while ago, Finna.fi was 
translated into Northern Sami.

• In order to increase the equality 
of the minority language
à We will add Northern Sami to 
the tool as a selectable 
language.
à The educational information 
is not available in Northern 
Sami, but the texts of the 
material packages can be 
written in Sami.



Finna classroom user tests with teachers

During the spring 2024 we arranged usability tests for the new Finna
Classroom. Participants commented following about the material 
packages: 

1. If more than one subject was marked in the educational 
information, teacher’s won’t use them. 

2. Too many records had been gathered together in the material 
packages.

3. Ready made task ideas with correct answers are wanted.
4. The teachers wanted clear, short and easily applicable material 

packages.

à We can modify the tool further and add the instructions in such a way 
that making good learning packages is intuitive for non-teachers.



Remembering the end users

• When developing a new tool and when curating 
materials for specific and wide use, it is 
important to consult all stakeholders - and 
especially the end users.

• By keeping this in mind, we don't end up 
producing an unnecessary tool with 
unnecessary content.

• Usability tests helped us develop the Finna
Classroom in a better direction. Decision-
making was easier with the experiences and 
opinions of real users as a background.



Next target group: researchers

• We will design a new content 
page for researchers, students, 
citizen scientists, and non-fiction 
writers.
• To lower the threshold for 

people to approach collections 
when doing theses etc.

• With the intention of highlighting 
collections thematically to make 
them more attractive.

• The development work is being 
done in collaboration with pilot 
organizations.
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Questions for the next step

• How can we arouse the target group’s interest 
in various collections?

• What should the metadata format be for these 
curated materials for the researchers?

• Which information from the collections should 
be highlighted? 
• What additional fields should the material 

package tool have?
• Can the tool be used for crowdsourcing? 

• We will add feedback –button to the 
materials. 



Why continue developing the tool?

• Material packages enable broader 
participation:
• Curating online materials collaboratively 

is easier than curating an entire 
exhibition.

• It is possible to build material packages 
by involving members of different 
communities.

• Curating can be done also over the 
organization borders. 

• The tool can give possibilities for cultural 
heritage organizations to operate 
inclusively – highlighting collections, 
considering diverse identities and social 
groups.
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