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The case of Early European Books

The role of private partnership in 
heritage preservation



Summary

• ProQuest digitisation projects. 

• Terms of cooperation with the USTC and  
partner libraries

• Explore the publisher's workflow 

• Use the features of the ProQuest platform to 
search for women printers and authors
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The beginning 



One idea, two wars and some 
machines

Alfred William Pollard considered the 
possibility of creating a list of all the books 
published during the first two centuries of 
printing..

Eugene Power builds a machine to produce 
microfilm and founds a company
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Making it 
“reel”



The birth of Early English Books Online

• 147,320 titles (115 added in Dec 2023)
• 17 million plus pages
• Over 80 years to scan and produce microfilm & metadata + 

MARC

• 98% complete (ESTC)
• Approx. 2000 titles in ESTC still to be digitized 
• 1000 titles in pipeline from microfilm
• We add between 200-500 new works every year (CSF)
• USTC Classifications (incl Women in Publishing)

• Black & white
• English language
• 220 ++ source libraries
• 150 TCP partners - 16 years to transcribe
• 60,000 TCP texts – 41% of total EEBO titles



The cooperation with USTC

7 7

“An open access bibliography of early modern print culture”

• Priorities for digitization 
• Adding USTC subjects to indexing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZVJfDDCkcI



The birth of Early European Books
• 71,456 titles+ (thru Collection 23)
• 26.5 million pages+ (thru Collection 23)
• 10 years to scan from hardcopy books & 

enrich metadata + MARC

• More than 5% of USTC roadmap!

• Full color + spines
• Non-English language
• USTC Classifications (incl Women in 

Publishing) 
• USTC Biblio ids, linking works to USTC 

roadmap

• 5 source libraries



The journey
Circa 219 k titles, 43.5 million pages, rare and fragile books accessible from the same platform
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Editorial line

Comprehensive and 
representative, but 

also specific and 
interdisciplinary.

Metadata:

Book level
Page level

Metadata enrichment :

Standardisation 
Thematisation

English tag to every 
document 

Creation of MARC records

Details :

CERL Thesaurus 

Search by author

Scattermap

USTC
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The Libraries partners

Bibliothèque Nationale de France

Wellcome Library London

National Central Library Florence

Danish Royal Library

Dutch Royal Library



Selecting suppliers (usually a large number)

Providing expertise in digitisation - on site and elsewhere

Enabling different workflow processes

Recognising and respecting cultural differences

Working with institutions with very different operating methods For 
example: categorising content: Index Clement BnF, UCL Judaica

The main stages of collaboration

Obtaining the licence



Early European Books – the production challenges"

Handling of books : 
• Fragile and precious objects must be handled with care.
• Scanning: Pages must be turned manually. 
• Books come in many different sizes. Some pages are folded 

(fold-out). 
• Some books have a very tight binding (a prism is used to 

open the books at 45°). 
• It is necessary to photograph the spine and the edges of the 

pages.
Metadata :
• They must be able to report page numbers, maps, portraits 

and marginalia. 
• Cataloguing, including information about the copy in n 

different languages



Wellcome Scanning Lab : Books are delivered for digitisation.
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Wellcome Scanning Lab : Spine digitisation.
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Work station
Camera calibration

Positioning the book



The editor's workflow
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Women and 
metadata 



Mapping the status of women in publishing
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There is no catalogue of female voices in the early modern era. EEB has added this classification subject - 
all female writers, printers, editors and characters are searchable.

A new USTC 
classification subject



1818
18

Early Modern Books « women in publishing »  ()
Author/Printer/Editor

Gender marking is based on: the title page, 
the imprint or information about the printer.

Labelling: 
Widow: woman running a printing 
business after the death of her husband. 
Heir: child or apprentice of the printer who 
inherits the business: unstable category - 
requires careful research.

The ‘Women in Publishing’ tag hopes to 
avoid being reductive and instead 
represents the complexity of gendered 
lives.

EEB :1489 works labelled
EEBO : 1095 authors 
3371 printers + publishers 
214 ‘widows 
41 works with female authors and 
printers/publishers
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Let’s have a 
look



Women in Publishing
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Women in Publishing
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About Clarivate

Clarivate is the leading global information services provider. We connect people and organizations to intelligence they can trust to transform their 
perspective, their work and our world. Our subscription and technology-based solutions are coupled with deep domain expertise and cover the areas 
of Academia & Government, Life Sciences & Healthcare and Intellectual Property. For more information, please visit clarivate.com

Thank you!

• Tavernier, J. B. (1679). Les Six voyages de Jean-
Baptiste Tavernier, qu'il a fait en Turquie, en Perse et 
aux Indes (Procession in Vietnam)

http://clarivate.com/
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