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Digital Library 
of Latvia 

The Digital Library enables you to search 
over 3.8 million digital objects of Latvia's 
cultural heritage content in the 
collections of more than 600 partners -
archives, museums, libraries, 
organizations and individuals





Creation of the Digital Cultural Heritage Platform
• In 2015 the Digital Cultural Heritage Development Strategy as part of the Cultural Policy Guidelines for 2014-2020

• 2017-2023 ERDF projects «Digitization of Cultural Heritage Content Stage I» and «Digitization of Cultural Heritage Content 
Stage II»

• Development of the Platform architecture

• Development of joint digital content management system and storage architecture

• Development of copyright management system 

• Development of reference data solution

• Development of joint digital content distribution system Digital Library of Latvia

• Improvement and standardization of digitisation processes 

• Mass digitisation of cultural heritage

• Digitisation equipment

Digital Library of Latvia launched in October 26, 2023



Simple and advanced search
Full-text search – books , periodicals, e-publications
Search using synonyms
Search using reference data entities (if reference data values are used in 
the metadata, it is possible to view the entity records and the associated 
DOs)
Search analog materials in catalogue of libraries of national importance 
Linking of similar objects (group of results)

Workplace for registered users (bookmarks, favorites, search history)
Service «Digitization on demand» (including shoping cart and history)
Built-in text speaker
Integrated automatic translation tool for metadata translation

Navigation to related external resource 
Collections created by experts
Stories and educational materials
Guidelines and recommendations for professionals
Links to useful resources



digitalabiblioteka.lv

▪ Riga
▪ Poster
▪ Cesis
▪ Suns
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Digital
strategy for
libraries

The strategy of Latvian libraries 2022-2027 sets 
the goal of promoting the digitization, 
preservation, and wide availability of the 
traditional collection, breaking down the 
boundaries between the institutions' digital 
collections. 

The National Library of Latvia, as the manager 
of the Platform and manager of the 
Competence Center for Digital Cultural 
Heritage, will encourage and provide 
competence and support for integration of 
library's digital collections into the Platform.



Regional
partners

Collect and study local history, regional 
libraries and museums have unique 
sources and information about local and 
sometimes national history



Work with regional partners

Visits and discusions

Recommendations

Annual Local history conference

Digital project workstations

4 Regional openings of the Digital Library

Lectures and seminars in regions

Digitization practice

DOM and metadata training

Metadata migration



Digitization guidelines

How to start digitalization of cultural 
heritage? : recommendations

http://dom.lndb.lv/data/obj/1058033

Guidelines for digitization of tangible and intangible 
cultural heritage, collection and long-term preservation 
of digitally created cultural heritage

http://dom.lndb.lv/data/obj/1055608

http://dom.lndb.lv/data/obj/1058033
http://dom.lndb.lv/data/obj/1055608


Annual Local history
conference



Digital project workstations



Training

Seminars in regions

Lectures and presentations

DOM training

Metadata training

Digitization practice

Consultations



Metadata migration to DOM



RESULTS…
12 regional libraries stores DO in DOM
3 public collections in the Digital Library



Digitization in regional libraries of Latvia



Regional library collections

*DO/views = interests in collection

Views
(01.01.-7.06.2024)

13244 14407 19208

View index* 29 55 32



Next steps

New cooperation, new partners

Competence development

Quality of metadata and digital objects

Regional digitization competence centers

Dublicates



Internal cooperation

NLL 5 departments

Technologie department (IT)

Digital developement department (DDD)

Development department (DD)

Library development center

Competence development center

Bibliography institute (BI)

Communication department (CD)
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Content

▪ Text materials, maps, pictures, sheet music, etc. 
of the National Library of Latvia 

▪ Items and other digital content of museums
▪ Text documents, photographs, audio and video 

recordings of the National Archives of Latvia
▪ 3D and documentation of cultural monuments

provided by the National Heritage Board
▪ Latvian Television and Latvian Radio recordings
▪ Bibliographic records of the libraries of national 

importance (Aleph)
▪ Others
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Content
synergy



Alfrēds Gāters 
(1921–1986) 

linguist and
literary scholar,
doctor of philology







https://digitalabiblioteka.lv/?module=articleRead&id=65bbad78b74c5&tab=2

https://digitalabiblioteka.lv/?module=articleRead&id=65bbad78b74c5&tab=2


Happy treasure hunt!

Eva Ausēja

National Library of Latvia

Head of Digital Library

eva.auseja@lnb.lv
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