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Presentation content

• Part 1. The context:
o Aalto University
o Archives & The Learning Centre
o Digital collections

• Part 2. Strategies to promote 
digital cultural heritage use
o Integration in information skills 

training and degree courses
o Visual resources online guide 

(libguides)
o Artist residency for a student or 

researcher
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Merger of three leading Finnish universities
– bringing science, technology, art and business
together to produce innovations

3

1911
Helsinki School of Economics 

1849
Helsinki University of Technology 

2010
Aalto
University1871

University of Art and Design Helsinki 



Six schools
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School of Electrical Engineering 
electrical engineering and 
automation, electronics and 
nanoengineering, information and 
communications engineering

School of Engineering built 
environment, civil engineering, 
mechanical engineering

School of Science applied 
physics, computer science, 
industrial engineering and 
management, mathematics and 
systems analysis, neuroscience 
and biomedical engineering

School of Arts, Design 
and Architecture architecture,
art and media, design, film

School of Business 
accounting and business law, 
economics, finance, information 
and service management, 
management studies, marketing

School of Chemical Engineering 
bioproducts and biosystems, 
chemical and metallurgical 
engineering, chemistry and 
materials science



Aalto community in numbers

Each year our students earn about
210 doctoral degrees,
2 000 master’s degrees,
1 500 bachelor’s degrees and
300 MBA and Executive MBA certificates
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13 900 degree students
(full-time equivalent)

Over 100 000 alumni

A staff of nearly 
4 900 of which over 
413 are professors.



Excellence in art, design
and architecture

Students have excelled in the annual 
Designers’ Nest/Alpha competition for 
11 consecutive years. 
Students have reached the final of 
Hyères Fashion Festival 12 years in a row.
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#8
in the world
(QS World University 
Rankings 2024)

#39
in the world
(QS World University 
Rankings 2024)

Art & design ranked

Architecture and 
built environment 
ranked



Learning Centre

Library collections: primo.aalto.fi (primo)
Theses: aaltodoc.aalto.fi (dspace)
Services:
o Information services
o Information literacy
o Open science

Facilities: 

o Visual Resources Centre 
o VR-Hub
o Mini Studio 
o Self-Service Studio
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https://primo.aalto.fi/


Archive collections

aalto.fi/en/archives

• Digital collection: 

o rare books, plate books
o Image archive
o objects
o official documents

• Digitisation: outsourced + small scale

inhouse

• NEW! Aalto repository: Migration to 

Preservica digital preservations system

ongoing
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Digital collections

Finna: aaltoarkisto.finna.fi
60 000 images available online 
• documentary images 
• teaching materials 
• student works related to theses
• projects
• exhibitions and competitions
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Collections have been actively digitised in the last 10 
years with investment in digital projects and saving 
archival space (campus moves to one location):  

2-year mass digitization project: 

• 175 000 images: paper photographs, slides, 
drawings, VHS-collections (“at risk” media)

• dissertations starting from 1960 (2,5 km space)

Current project: developing ingest processes for 
born-digital (in next 2-3 years): 

• self-archiving processes to Preservica system

• integrations from research portal and dissertation 
archive to Preservica

• long-term preservation strategy 
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Part 2. Student and researcher 
engagement

If you put it online, they may still not come… 

Experiences from the field: 
• The types and amount of visual information 

available has increased exponentially.
• Competition for attention is tough (Instagram 

mentioned as #1 source for images).
• General lack of awareness of digital cultural 

heritage services (1 in 10 has heard of 
Europeana).

• Students have difficulty to find, identify or be 
exposed to reliable, authentic and quality 
visual sources. 
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Strategies to promote digital 
cultural heritage use 
Raising awareness of digital cultural heritage as an 
information resource needs some strategies that fit 
in the context of the “memory organisation”, but 
looks beyond the itself and the siloes of archive, 
library, museum:

Strategies at Aalto University: 
1. Integration in information skills training and 

degree courses
2. Visual resources online guide (libguides)
3.   Artist residency for a student or researcher

Image: Art education students visit the Art education 
archive 2022. 
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Integration to information skills training
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Formal visual resources training (part of 
1 ECTS credit): 
• Digital cultural heritage 
• Image databases
• Image search engines
• Evaluating quality 
• Metadata
• Copyright and licenses 
• Citation practices

Integration to course programmes: 
• Visual research skills 

(Knowledge making in fashion design, 
BA Thesis Seminar in Architecture) 

• Remix and heritage hacking 
(Media Lab: Systems of Representation)

• Cultural heritage skills
(Art education, Visual communication design)



Literacies 
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• Information literacy
• Visual literacy 
• NEW? Cultural heritage literacy

Shared skills: 
• finding and discovering
• accessing 
• evaluating
• using 
• creating 
• sharing 

Hattwig. K. et al. (2013). Visual Literacy Array based on ACRL’s Visual Literacy 
Standards The Johns Hopkins University Press. 
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The Visual Resources Guide 
libguides.aalto.fi/vrc_eng
• Digital cultural heritage portals and image 

databases listed and described.
• Permitted uses of visual materials in theses, 

teaching, creative projects etc.
• Creative Commons licenses.
• Citation practices.
• Licensed with CC-BY, copied and modified 

for their own use by many Finnish University 
Libraries. 

ImagOA Received funding from Ministry of Education and 
Culture and was carried out in cooperation between Aalto 
University and University of the Arts, Helsinki. 
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Visual Resources Guide – ImagOA project (libguides)
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Artist residency for graduating student or researcher
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Student or researcher is invited to make an 
active exploration of the University digital 
collections: 

• Instruction to collections given by 
archivists and librarians

• Interviews
• Selection of collections or items to work 

with 
• Creative project work
• Exhibition
• Theses presentations

Anjori Tandon: MA Visual Communication 
Design. VRC Residency 2023. 
https://anjoritandon.com/Digi-BOTANICA

https://anjoritandon.com/Digi-BOTANICA


Plate books: public domain visual material used in teaching became Anjori’s MA 
project. Digi-Botanica https://anjoritandon.com/Digi-BOTANICA
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https://anjoritandon.com/Digi-BOTANICA
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VRC Designer in Residence









Digital cultural heritage is a rich, underutilised
and unfamiliar resource for learners in the 
creative fields.

Digital cultural heritage use requires skills that 
could be better taken into account in 
information literacy training.

The role of the Librarian or Archivist can also 
be curatorial, educational and facilitating 
interactions.  

marika.sarvilahti@aalto.fi
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